
DRAFT   Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 13 December 2017   DRAFT 
         

Present     Andy Climpson (AC)   Keith Fletcher (KF)  Sam Gillman (SG)   Peter Lemaire (PL)  
                   Roger Moore (RM)  
                   Penny Cooper (Clerk)  Varying numbers of parishioners and others for part                                                                                
                  
106      Apologies: Gemma Benoliel (GB)   
 
107 Declarations of interest: None. 
 
108 Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed and signed.  
              
109      Public session: representatives from Hazell & Jefferies addressed the meeting briefly about agenda 

items 11 &12, and answered several questions. Mr Blake is still working on getting satisfactory 
broadband for some RAF dwellings.   

 
110 Clerk’s report: All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if 

necessary, here or under relevant sections. A confirmation of Council’s objections to P17/S0947/O 
(houses at Cat Lane) had been to the Appeal Inspector. EPC documents held by Hedges Law had 
been inspected. The bulbs donated by Grundon had been given to the Friends of the Watercress 
Beds.  

 
111      County/District Councillors reports  

Steve Harrod (OCC) sent a report and apologies. No apologies from Felix Bloomfield or Richard 
Pullen. FB had sent a report for November.  
 .  

112      Accounts & Administration  
             The Clerk presented the monthly finance report.  
             RESOLVED report accepted.  
             New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.    
             RESOLVED all invoices to date authorised.                                                                                               Clerk                                                                                                          
             The grazier wishes to accept the offer of a 5-year extension to the grazing agreement. 
             RESOLVED  seek advice from EPC’s solicitor about the wording of some parts of the agreement to   
             remove any possible ambiguity – before next contract end date.                                                       Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
             Having reviewed the Financial Regulations, it was 
             RESOLVED to increase the expenditure limit requiring a formal tender process to £25,000.         Clerk                                                                                                                                                                             
 A place has been booked for the OALC GDPR training session 14 February 2018. Mrs Mountain was  
             thanked for her work on the finances of the Ewelme News. Councillors were reminded to submit    
             any expenses claims. The internal auditor is retiring. New external auditors have been appointed. 
 
113 Future options for the Community Pavilion   

After extensive discussion, it was   
             RESOLVED that the most appropriate option is to extensively refurbish the current Pavilion & to  
             decline the offer of a SODC Capital Grant                                                                                                 Clerk   
 The builder who provided a “ball-park” estimate for a draft schedule of works is to be thanked,  
             especially as it had been made explicit that doing so conferred no advantage should more formal  
             estimates be sought later.                                                                                                                           Clerk 
 
114 Budget 2018-2019 
 Taking into account the resolution at 113, some amendments were made to the draft considered at 

EPC 8 November. 
 RESOLVED to approve draft budget E.                                                                                                       Clerk 



 
  
115 Precept 2018-2019 
 RESOLVED to set a precept of £30,000 (no change from 2017-2018)                                                 Clerk 
 
116 Planning  OCC ref MW.0098/17 change of use to permit storage of recycled waste & empty skips     
 RESOLVED EPC has no objections to this application.                                                                            Clerk                                                                                                                                                               
 
117 Planning  OCC ref MW.0099/17 change of use of part of site to provide a parking area 
             RESOLVED EPC has no objections to this application.                                                                             Clerk                                                                                                                                                               
 
118 Deregulation of parking enforcement lobby group 
 RESOLVED that it is not appropriate to join this group at present.                                                      Clerk 
 (Check with PCSOs whether timed photographs, showing registration plates, of poor parking is   
              enough to initiate action against same)  
 
119 Affordable Housing  
 RESOLVED that it is not appropriate to conduct a Housing Needs Survey at this time.                   Clerk                                                                          
      
120 Health & Safety  

A small working group of councillors had raked over the bark in the play area and recommend that 
the bark is topped up. 
RESOLVED obtain estimates for supply & installation of 12 cubic metres of playbark.                   Clerk 

 Mr Grant is to be thanked for repairing swing chains.                                                                           Clerk                                                                 
 
121 Village Maintenance 

The bins for the top of Burrows Hill and the triangle at the Common have been installed. Need to 
check that SODC/Biffa are aware.                                                                                                              Clerk                                                                                                    
Check that the wheelie bins are being cleaned as per contract schedule.                                         Clerk       
Arrange repair of gang mowers.                                                                                                           PL/Clerk  
Check whether SODC consent is needed to trim the tree on the “triangle” at the top of Burrows Hill; 
obtain estimates for the work.                                                                                                                   Clerk 
KF was thanked for arranging for Biffa to clear the leaves from outside the Village Hall. 
                                               

122 Reports from meetings etc 
RM attended this year’s resilience briefing; OCC will supply emergency advisory leaflets for all 
households upon request.                                                                                                      RM/Clerk 

 
123 Correspondence  

All considered.  
RESOLVED ownership of ewelme.info is to be transferred to Mr Blake & The Ewelme Society.    Clerk 
                                                                                                                                                                                       

124 Other items of interest  
 SG tendered his resignation as Chairman & councillor, which was regretfully accepted. Need to 

initiate the casual vacancy process.                                                                                                           Clerk 
 
 
             The meeting closed at 22:45 

 
Signed:                                                                                   Date:  
 

Date of next Meeting – 10 January 2018 



 
 


